Academy of Fine Art and Design SAAR (HBKsaar)
Information for Student Exchange Programme

International Office
Hochschule der Bildenden Künste Saar
Keplerstraße 3-5
D-66117 Saarbrücken
www.hbksaar.de
For exchange application at HBKsaar, student must send a curriculum vitae, a portfolio with 10 - 15 referenced pictures of the student's work and the HBKsaar application form for exchange students.

 

Academic calendar and deadlines:
An academic year at the HBKsaar is divided up into 2 semesters: 
· The winter semester: 1st October to 31st March
· The summer semester: 1st April to 30th September
 
Lectures are held during the lecture period or Vorlesungszeit:
Winter semester:
Lecture period: mid October –mid February
Summer semester:
Lecture period: mid April – mid July
  
No lectures or classes are held during the non-lecture period (Vorlesungsfreie Zeit): mid February to mid April and mid July to mid October.  During the Christmas and New Year holidays much of the HBKsaar is closed and no lectures take place.
  

Practical information:
 

Student’s Union Executive Committee (AStA)
The AStA represents the interests of the students and supports a comprehensive range of information and advisory services to all students. The AStA provides help on a wide range of issues, including finance, social and legal matters as well as personal problems and concerns. It runs the HBKsaar cafeteria and organizes events of cultural or political relevance.  You can contact the AStA for questions about accommodation, job hunting, cultural events and activities, etc.

Email: s.rauber@hbksaar.de
  

Student card /Semester travel ticket
By enrolling at HBKsaar, your will automatically receive a student card.

The student card entitles you to one semester of free travel on most public transport within Saarland. These include the local buses and trains operated by members of the Saarland Public Transport Association (VGS), the regional buses of the RSW network and the local and regional services operated by Deutsche Bahn (DB) up to Waldmohr and Zweibrücken. 

In many cases, presenting your student card will entitle you to reduced ticket prices in theatre, cinemas, museums, concerts and other cultural events.

 

Accommodation
Unfortunately, the HBKsaar does not have any subsidised housing or student accommodation. So all students, and also Erasmus students have to find residential accommodation within the private sector on their own. We recommend to arrange accommodation in advance. The AStA of the HBKsaar may be able to assist in finding accomodation.

A high percentage of HBKsaar students live in privately rented accommodation, most of them in shared apartments (Wohngemeinschaften or WGs). The best way to look for private accommodation prior to beginning your studies is through the internet. Information on rooms and flats to rent can be found on the following webpages:

www.saarbruecken.homecompany.de
www.studenten-wg.de
www.studentenwohnungsmarkt.de
A building project organisation in Saarbrücken offers halls of residence:

www.saarland-bautraeger.de
 

If you don’t have a room after arriving in Saarbrücken, we recommend you to stay at the

European Youth Hostel, Meerwiesertalweg 31, 66123 Saarbrücken, 

Tel: +49 (0)681 33040, Fax: +49 (0)681 374911, www.djh-info.de
 

 

Health Insurance
Students cannot enrol at the HBKsaar without proof of valid Health Insurance.  In case students obtain health insurance from your home country, they must make sure that it is recognised and accepted within Germany. If not, they will be expected to pay approximately 55 Euros per month y a German Health Insurance Company. They will then be covered for costs like emergency hospital and dentistry treatment, seeing a doctor if they are sick and some specialist treatments.
Students who are covered by a private insurance in their home country should ensure that their coverage is sufficient in Germany. A written proof coverage is necessary for enrolment at the HBKsaar.

Students should ensure that their Liability Insurance and their Accident Insurance is valid for the entire period of stay.

  

German Course
During both the winter and the summer semesters, the International Office of the Saarland University organizes German language courses at different levels for international students.

 

In March, August and September, during the semester breaks, the International Office offers intensive German language courses lasting 4 weeks. These courses also include an exciting range of workshops (e.g. theatre, course newspaper) as well as varied recreational programme (excursions, film evenings).

You can find information about the courses at:

www.uni-saarland.de/de/studium/sprachkurse/deutsch
  

 

